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The true Cauſes of the PIs conTENTSs, 


he EROvISLONs againſt 


the P LA GB. . NI 


E Plague and the Approach 

of it, is a very terrible Con- 
ſideration, in the moſt fa- 
vourable View that the 
Mind can form of it, and 
with the beſt Expedients that 
the Wit of Man can find, to prevent or 
check it. Whether we are to be ſhut up 
among infected Perſons within our own 
Walls, and whole Families are in effect 


to be put under the Sentence of Death; 


or whether the infected Member is to be 

iven up, and as it were ſacrificed for the 
| ety of the reſt ; either Way, the Scene 

is very dreadful, and the Thought of it 
ſhocking to human Nature. as it is 
in all deſperate Caſes, where the Nature 
of the —— requires uncommon Me- 
thods, and particularly where the Loſs of 
a Member is to compound for Life; ſo 


will it be in this: The Hand that admini- 


ſters Help and performs the Operation, 
will be thought cruel, tho? it be never ſo 
evident, that nothing but that Cruelty ſtands 
between us and Death. I will add, That 
if in extreme Caſes of this kind, Men 


—— — 
— 2 _g——— 


were left to their own Choice of an Ex- 
pedient, either to prevent or cure; the 
would generally chuſe that which is mo 
indulgent to the Fears and Weakneſſes of 
human Nature ; that is, the very worſt. 
Where the Diſeaſe is deſperate, the Reme- 
o muſt be ſo too; and to dwell upon 
ights and Liberties, and the Eaſe and 
Convenience of Mankind, in caſe of a ſud- 
den Invaſion, or the Plague hanging over 
our Heads, is as wild a Way of Reaſon- 
ing, as if under a malignant Fever we 
ſhould inſiſt upon being dealt with in all 
reſpects like Men in perfect Health; or 
expect that our Merchandifes ſhould be 
preſerv'd as ſacredly in a Storm, as in the 
gentleſt Gale; or ſhould gravely inſiſt hat 
our Houſe is our Caſtle, when the entring 
and — it up is neceſſary to ſtop the 
Progreſs of a raging Fire. . 
It is this Weakneſs in the Minds o 
Men (the not framing and adapting our 
Thoughts to the real Condition of Things, 
and, particularly, our reaſoning upon 


State of the greateſt Danger becauſe it 
di if | i 


not juſt at 
A 2 


4 


State of the greateſt Safety 

mity; and to inveigh againſt our Superi- 
P Courſe toever they take for our 

Safety) as bringing Hardſhips and Perſecu- 
tions upon us; and, which is very natural, 
to dwell moſt upon the Inconveniencies 
of the Scheme that is moſt thought of and 
moſt likely to be executed, and to think 
any ober more caſy or tolerable. 
 . - Theſe are the natural Products of hu- 


man Frailty, and Paſſion, when they 
| ol Reaſdòn (as in fuch — 
are 


) that makes 


the better of 
. Events, and dreadful 3 | 

very apt to do ;) and therefore theſe are 
Sparks which the publick Legiſlature 
and Adminiſtration in every Country muſt 


expect of courſe, be their Deliberations 


and Reſolutions for the publick Safety, e- 


ver ſo wiſe and ſineere; becauſe ſome one 


regular Expedient muſt be finally pitch'd 
on, and whatever is pitch'd on, is ſure to 
work moſt zerribly upon the Minds of 
the People. 

But it is not to be conceiv'd or imagin'd, 
that the Paſſions of Men could be blown 
up and fomented to ſuch a Degree as we 
have ſeen of late, without a great Mixture 
of Uneaſineſſes of other kinds, preparing 
them to receive ill Impreſſions; and with- 
out the Help of diſaffected or deſigning 
Men, who have taken the Advantage of 
thoſe: Uneaſineſſes, ſome to run us into 
publick Confuſion, and others to work 
their own private Revenge, by diſgracing 
Men whom they did not like. Particu- 
larly, without Has Help from Mifrepre- 
ſentations of Fachs, and Miſeonſtructions 
of the Deſigns, as well as Acbious, of our 
Superiors, it ſeems impoſſible that Man- 
kind. ſhould: be ſo far blinded, as to de- 
clare ĩt beſt to have thought of no Pro- 
viſion· at all, and (I may add) to reckon. 
the Proviſion that has been thought of, 
more tertible than the Plague it ſelf ; Which 
yet has been our Caſe, and I doubt in ſome 
men ſure is o ſtill. 4% £42] 

My Defign- in this Paper, is not direciy 


The true Cauſes of the Diſcontents 


to enter into the Merits of the Ca 
7 by * | | 


Operation of 
- venting the Pl 


theſeveral 28 for pre- 

ague; for, God knows, e- 
very Expedient, when in our Thoughts 
we carry it into Execution, is fo fall of 
Terror, that it is enough to chill one's 
Blood to think of ch any of them, 
if there were not a Neceſſity of chuſing 
ſome ane: But what I aim at, is to quiet 
the Minds of well meaning People, WhO 
have been miſled by the Art and Knavery 
of others; and to let them ſee, how they 


have deen impos'd upon and blown up 


to this uncommon Degree of Diſcontent 
and Uneaſineſs, 


1: By groſs Lies, and Miftepreſentations 
of FACTS. 
II. By unjuſt and uncharitable Suggeſti- 


ons concerning the DEs1GNs of Per- 


ſons, | 

III. By vety falſe and unjuſt REASONINGS 
upon the THIN OGS themſelves. And J 
doubt not in the leaſt, but I ſnall attain 
my end, and free every impartial Mind 
from all Terrors (except ſuch as neceſ- 
ſarily and unavoidably attend fo dreadful 
a Viſitation, as the Plague is,) if they, on 
their part, will be fo fair, as not to mix 
with this Head, their Diſeontents upon 
any other (which, how grievous Toever in 
themſelves, have not the leaſt relation to 
this ;) and, clearing their Minds from all 
foreign Prejudices, will prepare them to 
form a juſt and impartial Judgment upon 
this one Point. | wy | 


I. As to the firſt Head (the Lies and 
Miſrepreſentaions, which have been ſptead 
concerning this Matter ;) becauſe I will 
be very fare; while I am aceuſing others 
of Miſrepreſentation, to ſtand clear of the 
ſame Charge my ſelf; I will give my 
Reader the three Claufes which have oc- 
cafioiwd- ſo much Clamour, word for 
word, as they ſtand in the AQ lalety re- 
pealed. W eee rb EN 


yd. 


: 
KI 


In relurim to the Proviſions againſt the Plague. 5; 


Ami be is further Enatted, That any Perſon infected with the Plague, or obliged 
to perform Untarentine, _ wilfully refuſe or noglect to repair within convenient time, 
after due Notice for that Purpoſe given to him, her, or them, by the proper Officer, 
to the Ship, Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place duly appointed for him, her, or them; or 
having been placed in ſuch 1 Houſe, Lazaret, or other Place, fhall ſeape, or attempt 
to eſcape out of the ſame, whilſt he, ſhe, or they ſhall continue infected, or before Quaren- 
tine fully performed reſpectively; It ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Watchimen 
aud other Perſons appointed to ſee Quarentine performed, by any kind of Violence that the 
Caſe ſhall require, ta compel every ſuch Perſon ſo refuſing or neglecting, as aforeſaid, 
and every ſuch Perſon ſo eſcaping, or attempting to eſcape," as aforeſaid , to repair or 
return into ſuch Ship, Honſe, Lazaret, or other Place ſo appointed for bim, or her, as 
aforeſaid: and every ſuch Perſon ſo refuſing or pong fo repair within convenient 
time after ſuch Notice, as aforeſaid, into ſuch Ihip, onſe, Lan or other Place appoints 
ed for him, or her, as aforeſaid, and alſo every Perſon actually eſcaping, as aforeſaid, 
[10 be adjudged, Gnilty of Felony, and fhall fuffer Death as a Felon withons Benefit 0 
y. | : 
2 be it further Enacted, That if any Perſon not infected, nor liable to perform 
Quarentine, ſhall preſume to enter any Ship, Honſe, Lazaret, or other Place ſo appointed, 
as aforeſaid, whilſt any Perſon or Perſons ſo infected, or being under Quarentine, ſhall 
be therein, and ſhall return, or attempt to return from thence, unleſs in ſuch Cafes, aud 
by ſuch proper Licence, as ſhall be directed or permitted by ſuch Order or Orders, made 
or to be made and notified, as aforeſaid, It ſhall and may be lawful to and for the Watch- 
men, or other Perſons appointed to guard or fecure ſuch Ship, Honſe, Lazaret, or other 
Place, ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, by any kind of Violence that the Caſe ſhall requite, to 
compel ſuch Perſon, ſo returning, or attempting to return, to repair into ſome Ship, 
Hoxje, Lazaret, or other Place, ſo appointed, as aforeſaid, there to continue 1 
form Quarentine; and in caſe ſuch Be, ſon ſhall atnally eſcape out of ſuch Ship, Houſe, 
Lazaret, or other Place, where he or fe ſhall be ſo placed for Performance of Quaren- 
tine, before he or ſhe hall have fully performed the fame, he or fhe ſhall be adjndged guilty 
of Felony, and fhall ſuffer Death as a Felon withont Benefit of Clergy. 5 
And be it further Euacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That if at. ay time or times 
hereafter, any City, Town, or Place within Gteat Britain, or Ireland, ſhall be rey 
ed with the Plague, it Hall and may be LAW FUL to and for his Majeſty, his Heirs 
and Succeſſors, to canſe one or more Line or Lines, Trench or Trenches, to be caft 72 
or made about ſuch infected City, Town, or Place, at a convenient Diſtance from the 
Same, in Order to cnt off the Communication between ſuch infected City, Town, or 
Plate, aud the reſt of the Country; and to prohibit all Perſons, Gobdt, aud Merthan- 
li2es whatſaever, to enter, paſs, or be carried over ſuch Lines or Trenches, unleſs in 
ſuch Caſes, and b ſuch proper Licence, and ſubiect 10 fich Regulations and Reſtrictiont for 
Performance of Quareutiue, as ſpall be diretet or permitted by any ſuch Order or Orders, 
made or to be made. and notified, as aforeſaid ; And in caſe any Perſon or Perſons bein 
within ſuch Lines or Trenthes, or any of them, ſball, during the time of fuch Infettion, 
preſume or attempt to come our of the ſame, unleſs in fuch Caſes, and by ſuch proper 
Licence, and ſubject to ſuch Regulations and Reſtrictions for Performance of Quarentine, 
as ſhall be directed or permitted by ſuch Order or Orders, made or to be made and noti- 
fied, as atorefaid; It frat ar may be lawful 10 and for the Watchmen, or Perſons af 
pointed to guard or ſeenre ſuch Lines or Trenches, or any of theth,” by any kind of Vro= 
lence that the Caſe ſhall require, to compel all and every ſuch Perſon and Perſons tu re- 
turn back within ſuch Lines or Trenches; and in cafe any Perſon ſhall actually come out 
of ſuch Lines or Trenches, or any of them (unleſs in ſuch Cafes, and by futh Proper 
Licence, and ſubjed to ſuch Regulations and Reſtrictions as aforeſard) every ſuch Perſon 
ſhall be\adjnadged guilty of Felony, and ſuffer Death as a Felon without Benefit of Clergy: 
ne 
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6 Tue ine Cauſes of the Diſcontents 


The proper Methods of Reaſoning upon 


thoſe three Clauſes, and upon this whole 
Subject of the Plague, ſhall be ſtated in 
their proper place, under the third Head; 
But as to the truth of Fachs, which is the 
Buſineſs of this Head; I would ask thoſe 
who have been led blindfold by defigning 
Men to join.in the common Cry, Do 
they find, in any of theſe Clauſes, a Dra- 
goon planted at every one's Door? Do they 
tind a Kot of * appointed to be 
Keepers of every Houſe that has once 
been infected? In a Word, Do they find 

what has been publiſh'd with ſo much 

onfidence) that none were to be employ- 


ed in the Execution of that AQ, but ſuch 


as wore red Coats? Nothing like it. The 
Caſe in reality is this: Let what Scheme 
you will, be the Scheme that is pitch'd on, 
every thing muſt be done to make it effec- 
tual, that ſhall he appear neceſſary to be 
done; what will be neceſlary, no Mortal 
can tell, till the Time comes, and Expedi- 
ents are tryed ; and for theſe Reaſons the 
Powers of doing mult of neceflity be Ge- 
neral. But tho? it cannot be foreſeen, what 
will do the Work in every Inſtance, I can 
eaſily foreſee what would not do it to Satiſ- 
faction, in one Inſtance. Suppoſe the 
Plague ſhould begin at Graveſend, and 
pread towards London (in which caſe, the 
City, it is to be hop'd, would think a 
Line on that Side very ſeaſonable, and 
that nothing leſs could ſecure them againſt 
the deſperate Puſhes that would be made, 
to eſcape from the Part infected;) I dare 
ſay, they who are now loudeſt in the Cla- 


mour, would cenſure it as great Supine- 


neſs in the Government, if they ſhould truſt 
the guarding of that Line, on which would 
depend the Fate of ſo many thouſand Lives, 
to the Care and Courage of a Country 
Militia, or even of City T rain'd- bands. 


But that no Military Force of any kind 
was in the primary Intention of the Le- 


giflature, or defign'd to be apply d at all, 


except in caſe of Neceſſity, and after other 
Means were found ineffectual; appears e- 
vidently from a plain and expreſs Clauſe 


in the Act it ſelf; which the Promoters 


of our Diſcontents have not thought fit to 
impart to the People, and that for a very 
plain Reaſon, becauſe it would have been 
a full Confutation of all their malicious 
Suggeſtions upon this Head; and, being 
ſo, it ſhall be here inſerted at length. 


And be it further Enacted by the Antho- 
rity aforeſaid, That during the preſent In- 
52 3105. and at all Times hereafter, ben 
aty foreign Country, or any part of Great 
Britain or Ireland __ be infected with 
the Plague, it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for any two Fuſtices of th Peace of 
any County, Riding, Diviſion, or Liberty, 
net to ſuch Place where any Ship or V eſ- 
ſel ſhall be performing Quarentine , or 
wherein any inſected Place, or any Houſe, 
Lazaret, or Place for Performance of Qua- 
rentine, ſball be ſituate, or any Lines or 
Trenches — be made, as aforeſaid, aud 
they are hereby required, from time to time, 
when any ſuch — or Place ſhall be in- 
fected with the Plague, or any Lines or 
Trenches ſhall be made, as aforeſaid, or any 
Perſons, Ships, Goods, or Merchandizes in- 
fected, or obliged to perform Quarentine , 
fall be put in any Houſe, Lazaret, or 
other Place for — of Quarentine, 
To order the Inhabitants of ſuch and ſo 
many Pariſhes, Townſhips, Vills, or Ex- 
traparochial Places about the ſame re- 
ſpectively, as they ſhall judge neceſlary ; aud 
2 Inhabitants are hereby required, in pur- 
ſuance of ſuch Orders, upon Notice thereof, 
zo keep ſufficient Watches by Day and 
Night ; gu ſuch Town or Place ſo imnfed- 
ed, and upon ſuch Lines and Trenches made, 
as aforeſaid, and upon ſuch Houſes, Lazarets, 
Ships, or other Places for Performance of 
Quarentine, for ſuch Time, in ſuch Man- 
ner, and with ſuch Numbers of Watchmen 
at every Place, as the ſaid Fauſtices , by 


their ſaid Order, ſhall direct appornt. 


And it is further provided by a ſubſequent 
Clauſe, That the Watches by this Ad before 
directed to be kept, ali be maintained at the 
Charges of the County or Riding, wherein 
ſuch Watches ſhall be reſpectively kept. 


2. Among 


In relation to the Proviſions againſt the Plague. 7 


2. Among the Miſtepreſentations of 
Fact, is alſo to be mention'd The for- 
cible removing of whole Families out of 
their Houſes to perform Quarentine, in 
_ caſe any Member of it has been infected 
with the Plague ; which we have heard af- 
firm'd and propagated with the greateſt 
Confidence; and yet it appears not to me 
to have any Foundation in the Act. That 
no Perſons withis the Lines, or belonging 
to any infected - Houſe, or entring ſuc 
Houſe, ſhould: be permitted to croſs the 
Lines, or come abroad among their Neigh- 
till they have ſubmitted to proper 
Proofs that themſelves: are clear of the 
Plague; all this is certainly no more than 
a jult and prudent Care of the ſound Part, 
and a neceſſary — to hinder the 
ſpreading of the Infection. But that any 
erſon uninfected, who ſhould chxſe to 
keep within the Lines, or within his own 


Houſe, was to be forcibly remov'd to a 


pine of Quarentine, ap not upon the 
ace of the Act. And if it were poſſi- 
ble for the Art of a Lawyer to ſtrain 
ſuch an Inference from the Act, as I ve- 
rily. believe it is not; I would then appeal 
from that Art, to the common Senſe and 
Reaſon of Mankind, whether any Words 
can be found in the AR, that will fairly ſup- 
port ſuch an Inference. It has been charg'd 
upon the Legiſlature as a Crime; and cer- 
tainly (like all other Crimes) it ought to be 
clearly proved, before it is _ 

Before I ſhut up this Head, I muſt take 
Notice of one Repreſentation more, which 
tho* not directly falſe, is very partial; and 
that Partiality employed on purpoſe to give 
frightful and odious Colours to a thing, 
which, when the whole Truth is known, 
appears not only innocent, but wiſe. ) To 
make the drawing of Lines more terrible 
to the People 
finement, and Famine, and the like; it has 
been repreſented to them, that no Perſon, 
how clear ſoever of the Plague, was al- 
low'd on any terms to paſs the Lines, nor 
Proviſions to be convey'd to them with- 
out the greateſt Difficulty. Whereas, by 
the expreſs Words of the Ac, the Direc- 
tion againſt crofling the Lines is temper'd 
by this. prudent Exception, Unleſs in ſuch 


performance 0 


by Ideas of Abſolute Con- 


Caſes, and by ſuch proper Licence, andſub- 
ject to ſuch Regulations and Keſtrictions for 
F Quarentine, as fhall be di- 
rected or permitted by any Order or Orders, 
made or to be made, and notified by the 
King's Proclamation. Theplain meanin 
of which is, that if any Perſon who ould 
be confin'd within Lines drawn croſs the 
Country or round a City or Town, ſhould 
firſt give proper Proof of his being unin- 
feed, he ſhould be furniſh'd with Certifi- 
cates of his having given ſuch Proof, and 
might then be allow'd to crofs the Lines, 
and go where he pleas'd. And as to the 
point of Proviſions, and the probability 
that any City or Town infe&ed, would 
be well or ill ſupply'd by their Neighbours ; 
can any thing be more clear and evident, 
than that every degree of Care in the Gov- 
ernment to keep thePerſons infected within 
certain Bounds, mult be a proportionable 
degree of Encouragement to the Country 
round, to approach nearer to ſuch City or 
Town, and to furniſh it more freely and 
conſtantly with Proviſions of all kinds? 

3. Another Art to make this Scheme 
terrible, has been the giving it an odious 
Name ; that it is a FRENCH Scheme, and 
taken, Step by Step, from French Mea: 
ſures, and is calculated only for a Country 
under Arbitrary Government. When, in 
trath, it is not a Scheme which the French 


_ choſe from any relation it has, in the na- 


ture of it,to the Government they are under; 
but the Scheme which they finally fell in- 
to upon evident Experience that others 
did not ſucceed : and if they had not fallen 
into it, in all human Probability the Plague, 
before this time, had overſpread at leaſt one 
half of that Kingdom, and perhaps this 
too. If we ſuffer ſo much by French Fol- 
ly, may we not be allow'd to gain a little 
by French Experience ? When the Plague 
rages in any Nation, and the Neighbours 
are under Apprehenſion of it, and are 
making the beſt Proviſions they can in caſe 
of its coming among them; wou'd any 
Country upon Earth, but ours, think that 
=_ could take a wiſer Courſe, than to 
e the moſt exact and diligent Enqui- 

ry, What Methods had been us'd, and 
| | = : Which 


Fe 


which. of them had been found moſt 


effeQual, in the Country already infect · 


ed? The ſeparating the Sick from the 
Sound, as the beit way of hindering 
an Infection to ſpread, is the Dictate of 
common Senſe, confirm'd by univerſal 
Experience; and, becauſe. the: French act 
agreeably to common Senſe, are we to 
renounce it? Give me leave to add, what 
I verily. believe is true, that at leaſt two 
Thirds of thoſe Men, who have been, and 
{till are, ſo induſtrious in their Endeavours 


to diſparage this Scheme, are the very 


Men, who, hen time was, were the great 
Advocates for French Counſels, and French 
Meaſures; and whoſe Hearts ak'd at every 
Advantage we gain'd towards reducing 
the Power of france; a Power, which 
if it had prevail'd, and theſe Men by Con- 
ſequence could have had their Wiſh, was 
to have brought upon us a much ſorer 
Plague than What we now fear, I mean, 
the utter Deſtruction of our Religion and 
Liberties. Nor, at this day, wou'd they 
take half the Pains, or run half the Ha- 


zards, to keep out one Plague, that they - 


would do to bring in the other. 

4. But the greateſt and moſt general Miſ- 
repreſentation of Fact, by which theſe 
Men have labour'd to inflame the Nation, 
is, The confounding a Power to do, and 
a Neceſſity of doing ; their telling the Peo- 
ple, that the Act ſays, theſe Things hall be 
done, when it only ſays they may be done. 
After they had thoroughly prejudic'd the 
Minds of Men againſt the Scheme that 
was offer'd, they knew there would be a 
great Difference, in the Degrees of Dread 
and Apprehenſion, between an Evil that 
»x/t come, and an Evil that only 
come; and therefore, in order to Enit 
their Work, it was neceſſary to have it 
believ'd, that this was the Scheme abſo- 
lutely fixed and determined in all the Parts 
of it; that, which muſt take Place what- 
ever happen'd, and which could: neither 
he changed in the whole, nor receive Ad- 
dition or Alteration in any Part. Where- 
as the Ac. did not eſtabliſh, but only ſp- 
poſe the Scheme; as that, which the Le- 
giſlature believed to be the maſt effectu- 
al, according to the beſt Judgment they 


pedient to attain the 


SUN: The. true Cauzſes af the Diſcontents X 
vould form, upon à fair Compariſon 


tween tlüs, and any otket that 
been offer d or tiought of; and r 
ance of that Suppoſition,thoy velted uch 
Pawers in the tince, as feem'd moſt ex- 
Ends propos'd.' But 
us the King was = under no Necefiz1 
bythoſt Clauſes of the Actyeither to oh 
that Scheme, or execute thoſe Powers, 
but was left at full Liberty, all the while 
the Law was in force, to reject either, or 
bath, if they ſhoutd a inexpedient; 
ſo was he, and ſtill is, \mpower'd by ane- 
ther Clauſe in the fame AQ, to chufeany 
other Scheme, or any othet Expedient 
_ ſhalt hereafter. appear to be more eli- 
g e. * 457} 0 = 7 ne! 2 
That Clauſe of general Powers, is as 
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thority aforeſaid, That if ut any Time vr 
Times hereafter any City, Town, or Place 
within Great Britain, or Ireland, or the 
Hes of Guernſey, Jerſey, Alderney, Sark, 
or Man, Hall be infected with the Plague, 
aud the ſame, upon Examination, 45 be 
made appear to bis Majeſty, his Heirs or 
Succeſſors, in Council, it ſhall and may be 
lawful to and for his Majeſty, his Heirs and 
— by and with the Advice of his 
or their Privy-Council, during the Con- 
tinuance of ſuch Calamity, to make ſuch 
Orders and Regulations concerning Quaren- 
tine, and the prevention of Infection, as 
ſpall be neceſſury for the Safety and Preſer- 
vation of his. or their Subjects, and to notify 
the ſame by Proclamation ; and all and eve- 

erſon and Perſons, Officer and Officers, 
Civil aud Military, whatſoever, ſhall ren- 
der due and exad Obedience to all ſuch Or- 
ders and Regulations ſo made and notified, 
as aforeſaid. III <1 C3 


The King being veſted with theſe Ge- 
neral Powers (which met not with the Jeaſt 
Oppoſition ineither Houſe of Parliament, 
ſo far as I have been able to learn;) ir 
would much better become gopd Subjects, 
acted by a ſincere Deſire ro promote the 


Safety of the Nation, to propoſe: ſome 
more deſirable Scheme, in a de nd 
| . peaceable 


& 
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peaceable Way; than to content them- 
ſelves (as they have generally done) to fly 
-with Fury upon a Scheme that has been 
already propos'd, without ſubſtituting any 
Other in the Place. This Scheme, it is 
true, had a Right for ſome time to plead 
Poſſeſſion, as that which ſeem'd molt a- 
greable to the Judgment of the Legiſla- 
ture; but that Right (even while the Ad 
.remain'd in full Force,) could - laſt no 
longer than his Majeſty pleaſed ; who in 
Virtue of the three firſt Clauſes was only 
empower'd, not oblig'd; and might, and 
till may, by Virtue of this laſt Clauſe, e- 
ſtabliſh any other that ſhall appear more 
Eligible. But, that any other is really 
more eligible, muſt be made appear by Rea- 
Joning, and not by Clamour ; by offering 
to the Conſideration of our Superiors 
ſome better-concerted Scheme, in a mo- 
deſt and ſerious Way, and not barely by 
attacking and demoliſhing this in ſuch an 
hoſtile and outrageous Manner as we 
have ſeen. Would any one of thoſe who 
have acted ſuch a part, agree to have his 
preſent Dwelling pull'd down,. becauſe 
another Man thinks it not convenient e- 
nough; without any Security given, that 
he ſhall have a better built, or an regu” 
lar Plan offer'd, on which to Ga a 
Compariſon? | 

But this immoderate Zeal in ſome to 
miſrepreſent Facts, and this very great Wil- 
lingneſs in many others to believe ſuch 
Miſrepreſentations ; ſhew plainly, that 
the preventing of the Plague, and pre- 
ſerving the Lives of their Fellow-Sub- 
jects, are not the Things which theſe Men 
aim at. And what it 1s, that is their real 
Aim, is ſhewn as plainly, 


H. By their unjuſt and uncharitable Sug- 
— concerning the DESIGNS of 
Perſons, in relation to theſe Proviſions a- 
gainſt the Plague. This is a ſafe Retreat, 
when Lies and Miſrepreſentations are de- 
tected and can ſtand them in ſtead no 
longer. Facts, in their nature, are things 
open and before our Eyes, falſe Ac- 


counts of them cannot be maintain'd long; 
- but Dsioxs are things hidden, and oft- 
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times diſguis'd; and where there is a 
Willingneſs to believe, and a Proneneſs 
to ſuſpect the worſt, the Jealouſies and Pre- 
judices founded upon thoſe, are not ſo ea- 
ſily reach'd and ſubdu'd. If, for inſtance, 
it be ſpread with the greateſt Confidence, 
that by a late Act concerning the Plague, 
a Dragoon was to be poſted at every Man's 
Door, that the Soldiers were to have the 
Plunder of all Houſes which were infect- 
ed, that they alone were to be employ'd 
in the Execution of the Powers given, 
and that the Powers themſelves were 
ſuch as muſt be put in Execution, and 
not ſuch as might or might not be applied, 
according to the Exigencies of Things; 
all theſe immediately vaniſh, upon pro- 
ducing the plain Words of the AQ. 
But if it be ſurmis'd, and A among 
the People, that the Ad it ſelf was cal- 
culated on purpoſe to Enſlave them, and 
that the Legiſlature and the Perſons in 
Power, meant only an Opportunity to in- 
ſult and oppreſs ſuch Perſons and Places 
as they did not like; the Jealouſies found- 
ed on ſuch dangerous DES1GNS in the 
Superiors, are apt to take deeper Root in 
the Minds of the People, and, however 


unreaſonable in themſelves, can ſtand out 


much longer than Facts, againſt the plain- 
eſt Convition. 2 | 
Such is the Nature of Mankind; and 
deſigning Heads are never wanting, to help 
Nature, and to foment and blow up Jea- 
loufies on ſuch Occaſions ; eſpecially, 
when they find the publick Adminiſtration 
engaged in any Work of -great Difficulty, 
where the very beſt Remedies that can 
be thought of, are ungrateful. and unpo- 
and ſuch as cannot poſſibly attain 
their End, without intrenching upon the 
ordinary Methods of Government, and 
the Eaſe and Liberty of Mankind. And 
therefore, in the preſent Caſe, what Scheme 
ſoever ſhould have been- thought of for 
preventing the Plague, I ſhould not at all 
have wonder'd tohear the Legiſlature and 


. thoſe who are in Power, charg'd by the 
People with want of Regard to their Li- 
berties, or with want of Compaſſion, or 


even with Cruelty; but it is amazing, to 
B ; _—_ 
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hear Men charg'd with meditating Tyran- 
ny, and Revenge in the midſt of a Plague. 
If we had enarch upon the Throne, 
aſpiring in his Nature, or cruel in his 
Government; if an Augmentation of the 
military Force had been inſiſted on or 
demanded, under Colour of executing the 
Act; if thoſe who are employed in his 
Service, were known to be Lovers of 
tyrannical and arbitrary Meaſures; there 
1 then be ſome Colour for ſuch Sug- 
'geſtions ; tho* even then, to ſuppoſe Men 
capable of forming ſuch Thoughts 7 the 
maſt of 'a Plague, is to ſuppoſe them 
Madmen, and Monſters. But when the 
reverſe of all this is true; when we have 
a Prince upon the Throne, moſt indul- 


gent to his People, and molt tender of 


eir Liberties; and not one Soldier has 
been defir'd of the Parliament, beyond the 
Number allow'd for the ordinary Securi- 
ty of the Kingdom; when we have a Mi- 


niſtry, who in the whole Courſe of their 


Lives, have been the known Patrons of 
Liberty; and (what ought not to be for- 
gorten) when they, who have the chief 
hand in forming and ſpreading theſe vile 
Aſperſions, are the very Men who a few 
Tears fince were upon the point of facri- 
bps {ere Country to an Arbitrary Pow- 
er: In theſe Circumſtances, nothing can 
be more aſtoniſhing, than the Confidence 
of advancing ſuch Suggeſtions ; except it 
be, the giving Credit to them. And 1 
muſt intreat folg, who are real Friends 
to. the preſent Government, but yet have 
been ſo far miſled as to ſwallow ſuch 
Suggeſtions, and to join in the common 
Clamour; to conſider whoſe Work they 
are doing, and whether the Confuſion in- 
to which our Enemies are labouring to 
caſt us by theſe Methods, can, if they ſuc- 
ceed, end in any thing but an Arbitrary 
Government. 

No lefs ſhocking is it, to ſuppoſe Men 
capable of forming Deſigns of Oppreſſion, 
Or Revenge, inthe midſt of ſuch a terrible 
Scene, as the Plague is. And however 
any Methods propos'd for preventing it, 

be repreſented to the People as Cru- 
; there is not a greater Cruelty upon 


earth, than to expoſe our Superiors to the 
People in ſuch odious and inhuman Co- 
louts; it is in effect, to cloath them in the 
Habit of Bears and T'ygers, that they may be 
run down and worried by the incens'd Mul- 
titude. If any thing could make me ſuſpect 
human Nature capable of the Thoughts 
of Tyranny or Opprefſion, in the mi 
of a Plague; it is, that I ſee ſo many 
others who are capable of ſuch unchri- 
{tian Rancour and Revenge, under the 
©. pwn of it. 

know but one thing that can be ſaid, 
in-any —_ to mitigate the Guilt of 
ſuch-vile Reproaches (and it is, doubt- 
leſs, one contiderable Ingredient in them ;) 
I mean, an approaching Election; when 
a Freedom of Slander, and eſpecially a- 
gainft our Superiors, is claim'd as a kind 
of Privilege, and a part of Exgliſh Li- 
berty. But whatever Countenance Cuſtom 
may have given to ſuch Practices, they 
are at all times inbuman and anchriſtian ; 
and yet I fear we muſt now deſpair to ſee 
them ever cur'd, when a Plague hanging 
over our Heads, is ſo far from extinguiſh- 
0g, that it revives and invigorates them. 

hus far, I have been ſhewing, how 
greatly falſe Repreſentations of Facts, and 
unjuſt and uncharitable Conſtructions of 
the Deſigus of our Superiors, have contri- 
'buted to blow up the Minds of Men to 
ſuch an uncommon degree of Uneaſineſs, 
or rather Fury. To theſe I will now add. 
a third Cauſe of it, viz. | 


HI. The falſe meaſures and ways of 
REAasSONING, which Men have fallen 
into, in relation to the Plague, and the 
Proviſions againſt it. 19 82 


0 * re is, — _ — rea ſon about 
t things, they will not e them- 
ſelves, in cir Zhoy ts and 3 
to be now under the Plague; but they con- 
ſider it at a great Diltane e, and them- 
ſelyes and the Nation in a ſtate of per- 
fett Eaſe and Safety. This imaginary. 
Security makes way for all thoſe inflaming 
Suggeſtions, of Breaches upon Law, and: 
Inroads upon Liberty; and On "ons 


lity of keeping within the ſtrict 
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of all Patience, when you propoſe to them 
any Expedient that is accompanied with 
Terror, or even Inconvenience. But if 
they would firſt form within themſelves 
an [deaand Imagination of our being ac- 
tually under the Plague (as every one muſt 
do, who will reaſon wiſely abour Provi- 
fions to prevent it ;) all thoſe idle Specu- 
lations about Laws, and Liberties, and 
Conveniencies, would vaniſh: they would 
then ſee the abſolute Neceſſity of diſcre- 
tionary Powers in the Prince, to be exe- 
euted by wiſe Hands, and applied as Oc- 
caſion ſhall require; and the Impoffibi- 
ounds 
of Liberty, and the ordinary Methods of 
the Law. Upon the whole, they would 
ſee the Vanity of imagining, that any Me- 
thods can be taken in that diſmal ſtate, 
which ſhall not be attended with great 
Calamity and Terror. If thoſeMen who 
indulge themſelves in a different kind of 
Reaſoning, would be at the trouble to read 
over the Account of the Plague at Mar- 
ſeilles, and obſerve from thence the diſ- 
mal Condition of things in ſuch a ſtate ; I 
may venture to ſay, it would be impoſſi- 
ble after that, to reaſon ſo wildly about 
it, as they have hitherto done. 

2. But there is another miſchievous 
Notion, for which Men are naturally pre- 
pared by their not reaſoning in this mat- 
ter, under the Imagination and Impreſſion 
of the Plague actually among us; and 
that is, An Indifference whether any Ex- 
pedients at all be thought of, to prevent 
or check it; nay, an Opinion that the ſtir- 
ring in it, and the propoſing Expedients, 
is very miſchievous, as it terrifies the Minds 
of the People, and gives a great Interrup- 
tion to Trade and Buſineſs; and that there- 
fore nothing of this kind ought to be 
ftirr'd at all, till the Plague comes nearer. 
Now this is as contrary as any thing can 
poſſibly be, to all the Rules which Rea- 
ſon teaches, and Mankind praQife, inthe 
whole Conduct of Life. In every other 


Caſe, the more terrible the Danger, the 
greater is the Need of timely Preparation; 
to be not only in a conſtant Readineſs for 
its coming, but - jealous of every Ap- 
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oach of it. As to the Interruption to 
rade and Buſineſs; is itnot evident, that 

our Neighbour-Nations (who have been 

fo early and diligent in their Preparations 
againſt the Plague) would be afraid to 
have any Trade, or even Correſpondence 
with us, did not we alſo appear to make 
all proper and reaſonable Proviſions a- 
gainſt it? And as to terrifying the People; 
if the making ſuch Proviſions be a thing 
fit, and wiſe, and neceſſary; thoſe Terrors 
are not to be regarded, but onght to be 
treated as the Fears of Children, when 
they refuſe to take ſuch Remedies, 'or to 
ſubmit to ſuch Operations, as are necef- 
rent to preſerve Life. Give me leave to 
add, what I am morally certain is true, 
that the very Men who now clamour on 


theſe Pretences, againſt entring into any 


Expedients as yet; would have been lowd- 
er than any other, in their Invectives a- 
— the * and the Miniſtry (as 
en regardleſs of every thing but their 
own Eaſe, and taking no Care of the 
Safety of the People,) in caſe the Court 
and Parliament had fat (till, and judg'd it 
too early as yet to enter into the Conſi- 

deration of it. 
3. Again; When the Plague has en- 
ter'd any Country, or is approaching to it, 
the Duty incumbent upon the Publick Ad- 
miniſtration, is to take Care of the ¶M hole; 
nay, it is their Duty oz to take farther 
Care of any one Part, than is conſiſtent 
with the Care of the Whole; and (as a 
Conſequence of. this) not to lay. afide any 
proper Provitions againſt its ſpreading 
thro* the Whole, becaufe ſuch Provitt- 
ons may bring Inconveniencies upon any 
Part. This, moſt certainly, is the Duty 
of the Pavlick Adminiſtration in every 
Country; but when particular Perſons come 
to reaſon upon the firnefs or unfitneſs of 
ſuch Proviſions for the Whole, their ſingle 
Rule of judging, is a Concern for Them- 
ſelves. They think it grievous and unrea- 
ſonable to be ſhut” up within Lines or 
Houſes, among Perſons infected; but they 
conſider not, how grievous and unteaſon- 
able they would think it (in caſe them- 
1 were without the Lines, and 1 
2 | the 
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the uninſected) if the Publick ſhould take 
no Care to hinder the Part already infect- 
ed, from mixing with them. And ſo, in 
Caſe of removing the Perſon infected 
from his Houſe ; Men conſider how grie- 
vous it would be zo zhemſelves, if it were 
done; but they never conſider how gric- 
vous it would be to a whole Street, if it were 
not done. On the ſame Foot, ſtands the 
Caſe of Perſons infected in Lone-honſes: 
How much foever has been heard, within 
doors or without, of the Unreaſonable- 
| neſs of removing ſuch ; I dare ſay, there is 
not any one Inhabitant of ſuch a Houſe, 
who, if he dwelt in a great Town or City 
within five Miles of it, would not have 
been under the utmoſt Uneaſineſs, and 
have thought it the moſt unreaſonablething 
in the world, if Proviſion had been made 
in the AQ, that no infected Perſon in any 
Lone-houſe, ſhould be remov'd into a more 
folitary Place, or to a greater Diſtance 
from Towns or Cities. Nay, there is 
not a large Town or City in his Maje- 
ſty's Dominions, however zealous at this 
time againſt all Breaches upon Ezgli/ 
Liberty, but would burn Magna Charta it 
{elf, ſhould itpretend to tell them, that a 
great Body of People muſt be put in Dan- 
ger, or even Terror, for the Eaſe and Con- 
venience of one Family, or perhaps one 
Perſon. | 

4. Another falſe way of Reaſoning about 
theſe Proviſions for preventing the Plague, 
is, That Men view and conſider ſome one 
Scheme, ſiugly and & it ſelf, and do not 
compare it with other Schemes, to ſee 
which is attended with the leaſt Terror 
and the feweſt Inconveniencies. If they 
will not be content, till a Scheme is offer'd 
that ſnall be ſtrictly conſiſtent with Law, 
and Liberty, and Eaſe; this is to reſolve, 
in effect, that they will be content with 
none at all ; becauſe (as it has been often 
remembred in this Paper, and ought above 
all things to be inculcated, upon this ſub- 
ject,) all Expedients whatſoever (all that 
have been, and all that can be thought 
of) are very terrible. And as it follows 
not, that this or that particular Expedient 
is not good, or not the beſt, becauſe it ap- 
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— to be terrible; ſo the true way of 
eaſoning, is, to conſider which Scheme 
appears /eaſt terrible, and moſt effectual, 
upon an impartial Compariſon of them, 
in all the Steps to be taken in the Execu- 
tion of each; and then to embrace that, 
which how terrible ſoever it may be in it 
ſelf, appears upon ſuch Compariſon to be 
leſs terrible, and more effectual than any 
other. And it is unaccountable, how it 
ſhould ever be wrought into the Heads of 
Men, that either a Legiſlature or a Mini- 
ſtry can have a Partiality for one Scheme 
above another, for any Reaſon, but be- 
cauſe they judge it to conduce molt effe- 
Quually to the one ſingle end of prevent- 
ing the Plague; In other Words, that they 
ſhould offer a terrible Expedient for any 
Reaſon, but becauſe it appears to them upon 
the Compariſon, to be /eſs terrible than any 
other that will be effectual. And except the 
People in making a Judgment upon any 
Scheme that is propoſed, will refolve to- 
found ſuch Judgment upon afair Compari- 
ſon of that with other Schemes, the Diſſatiſ- 
factions mult be endleſs; and it will require 
great Courage in thoſe who are to att in 
purſuance ot the General Powers velted in 
the Crown, to eſtabliſh or propoſe any Ex- 
pedieut at all, and will lay themunder a 
dangerous Temptation, to chuſe, not what 
is really beſt in it ſelf, but what is. molt 
ſuited tothe Humours of the People. 

5. There is another thing which 3 
contributes to lead Men into very falſe and 
unjuſt Reaſonings in this matter; and that 
is the ſuffering other Conſiderations to mix 
with it, which yet in their Nature are whol- 
ly foreign to it. Ought any Expedient that 
is offer'd, to be the worſe thought of by 
this or that Perſon, becauſe he happens to 
be a Sufferer by the Soxth-Sea? Can a 
Scheme be either better or worſe in it ſelf, 
becauſe it comes from Whig or Tory 
Hands? Does it follow, that any Scheme 
which is propos'd, ought not to be ap- 
prov'd and receiv*d, becauſe the damning it 
may help to render a Miniſtry unpopular, 
or be of Service in the approaching Elec- 
tions ? Multitudes of thoſe who now join 
in the popular Clamour, have, I doubt — 

en 
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been wholly determin'd in this matter by- 


fuch foreign Conſiderations (whether of 
domeſtick Loſſes, or political Views,) 
without entring in the leaſt into the Rea- 
ſon of the thing it ſelf, or troubling them- 
ſelves at all to ſarvey and compare the ſe- 
veral Expedients. . „it is moſt 
certain, that till ſuch foreign Motives are 
baniſh'd out of the Caſe, and much more 
till they ceaſe to be the ruling Motives; it 
is impoſſible for Men to form a Judgment 
about it, that ſhall be either wiſe, or honeſt. 


6. Farther ; In reaſoning upon this Mat- 


ter, Men do not ſeem to attend enough to 
the Conſequence of the Nation's 
found in an ànprepared and andetermin d 
State, in caſe we ſhould be viſited and at- 
tack'd by this terrible Enemy: Which, 


like all other Enemies, ravages whatever 


Country it can ſurpriſe, without Oppoſiti- 
on or Controul , and by that ſingle Ad- 
vantage, is able to do great Execution, 
and to Deſtroy a long time, before any 
Head can be made againſt it. This was 
the melancholy Caſe of the People of 
Marſeilles; they were ſurpris'd by it, and 
Multitudes were loſt before the publick 
Adminiltration could fall into proper and 
regular Methods of oppoſing it ; who by 
a "7 wo Conſideration and Eſtabliſhment 
of ſuch Methods (if there had been time 
for it) might certainly have been ſav d. And 
tho? this zeed not be our Caſe, who have 
ſo fair warning of our Danger ; yet by our 
Folly we may make it our Caſe, if we go on 
to indulge the Humour we are got into,, 
of putting the Evil-day far from us, an 

diſcouraging the Thoughts of any Expe- 
dients at all, becauſe no one can be found 
but what is exceeding terrible. | 
tain, the very Thought of the Plague e- 
ven at this diſtance, 1s dreadful ; and not 
to think of it at all, would be the wiſeſt 
Part we could chuſe, if our not thinking 
of it would keep it at a Diſtance. But 
when it pleaſes God to give us ſo long a 
warning, and we have time (if we will 
but uſe it) to conſider calmly of the beſt 
Expedients, and to digeſt them into proper 
Order and Method, while our Thoughts 


ing 
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ſion, which will neceſſarily attend a more 
immediate approach of the Plague; in theſe 
Circumſtances, there cannot be a greater 
Folly in the World, nor a more ſhametul, 
Inſtance of Supineneſs and Stupidity, than 
to neglect the happy Opportunity Which 
God gives, and to delay the Preparations' 
for our Defence till the Enemy is upon us. 
As if a time of ſuch Terror and Confuſion, 
were a Seaſon for calm and regular think- 
ing;ora Work of ſucha nice and difficult 
ature, could be confider'd, digeſted, and 
executed in a Day. I ſpeak this with the 
reater Concern; becauſe however ſome 
xpedients which have been already under 
publick Conſideration, have been forc'd to 
yield to publick Clamour and Diſcontent, 
and the Proviſions are now reduc'd to the 
General Powers veſted in the King; yet if 
this Humour continues among the People, 
of not bearing the thoughts of any Expe- 
dient that is attended with Terror, and no 
Expedient can poſſibly be found but what is 
very Terrible, I ſee not how any Fruit can 
be expected from theſe General Powers, 
nor who they are that will have the Heart 
to execute them, nor that any Scheme they 
can propoſe, is like to meet with better 
Treatment from the Populace, than what 
we have already ſeen. It is a grievous State 
weare in, if we have no way to avoid the 
future Confuſions inſeparable from an un- 
preparedneſs When the Plague comes, but 
the being run into preſent Confuſſon by at- 
tempting to prevent them. | 
7. Iamaware, that there are ſome among 


us, who account all Endeayours to pre- 


vent or oppoſe the Plague, Vain and inef- 
fectual, if not impious; and this, upon two 
different Principles: One, that the Plague 
is the immediate Hand of God, and there- 
fore not to be reſiſted ; the other, that it is 
not ee by lufection from Perſons 
or Goods, as other Diſtempers are, and 
that therefore all Proviſions againſt ſuch 
Infection are loſt Labour, But as it is cer- 
tainly a wrong Notion in Divinity, that 
any Judgments whatſoever which are not 
expreſly denounc'd by God, are his imme- 
diate Hand, in ſuch ſenſe as to forbid or 


are yet free from that Terror and Cohfu- fuperſede all human Means of preventing 


them ; 
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14 
them; ſo is it at leaſt a new Notion in 
Philoſophy, and contrary to the general 
Obſervation and Practice of Mankind, 
that the Plague is not propagated by In- 
fection, like other Diſtempers of the fame 
Nature. And ſince the Perſons who have 
entertained theſe Opinions, are generally 
fuch who have no ill Meaning, no pre- 
meditated Deſign to inflame the Nation; 
Iam very ſure, they will be ſo candid, asto 
conſider how weak our Governors mutt 
appear both at Home and Abroad, ſhould 
they fit ſtill and ſacrifice the Safety of 
the 
a new Speculation in Philoſophy, when 
both are ſo contrary to the general Appre- 
henſion and Practice of Mankind. 
However, thus far we readily agree with 
them, That the Plague is attended with 
fuch Degrees of Malignity, and diffuſes 
the Contagion with ſuch Force and Swift- 
neſs, as render the belt Endeavours of 
Man Jeſs effedtual in this, than in any other 
Diſtemper. And would to God we were 
all agreed in the plain and proper Infe- 
rence from hence, That the leſs reſiſtible it 
is by the Art of Man, thegreaterneed we 
have to fly to God for Protection and 
Deliverance. As zealous as I am for a 
timely Deliberation, what are the beſt Ex- 
pedients that Reaſon can ſuggelt ; I ſhould 


think it by far the moſt comfortable Pre- 


ſage of Safety to the Nation, if I could 
ſee Men betake themſelves in earneſt to 
the Religious Means of averting divine 


Judgments; and affected with fach' Seri- , 


ouſneſs towards God, and Charity towards 
one another, as might well be expected 
from a People who have the Plague hang- 
ing over their Heads : If in particular, I 
could ſee among us a more peaceable and 
Chriſtian Spirit, free ftom Hatred, Re- 
venge, and Prejudice; and a Diſpoſition 
in Men to judge in all Caſes impartially 
and candidly: and finally (as one Inſtance 
of ſuch Impartiality and Candor) if 1 
could ſee, that one in a thouſand of thofe 
who are provok'd by their late: Loſſes, 
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ation to a pious Error in Divinity, or 


The true Cauſes of the Diſcontents, r.. 


would ſeriouſly examin his own Heart as 
to the Morrves which carried him into that 
unfortunate Adventure; and, to his juſt 
Cenſures of the Knavery of others, would 
add a due Humiliation of himſelf before 
God, for his own boundleſs Avarice and 
Ambition. 
To conclude; It was not the D of 
this Paper, to enter into particular Schemes, 
or to eſpouſe or recommend one Scheme 
above another. My only Aim was, to 
lead honeſt and well meaning Men to rea- 
ſon more fairly and juſtly upon this Sub- 
ject, than I think they have hitherto done; 
and for that end, to ſhew how ſhamefull 
they have been mifled, by falſe Fas, by 
groundleſs Saſpicions, and by unjuſt Rea- 
ſonings. X 
As to thoſe who are Enemies to the 
Government, I offer none of theſe Conſi- 
derations to them; nor can I in reaſon ex- 
— that they ſhould alter their preſent 
lethods, either of thinking or acting, in 
this matter, becauſe on their part it would 
be moſt unpolitick, if they did not labour 
Night and Day to blow up our Diſcon- 
tents higher and higher, in hopes at laſt to 
caſt us into a State of Contuſion. But 
what I have ſaid upon this Subject (with 
great Truth as I believe, and I am ſure 
with great Sincerity) I offerto the Friends 
of the Government only ; who, as wiſh- 
ing its Continuance, are alſo bound to 
wiſh its Peace and Welfare. And as I 
ſhall eſteem it a great Happineſs, if any 
thing that F have faid, may conduce to 
bring ſuch Perfons to a Courſe: of more 
juſt” and ſober Reaſoning; ſo I muſt en- 
treat, and even conjure them, to enter up- 
on an impartial View of this whole Mat- 
ter, and to conſider how they can anſwer 
it ta God, their King, and their Country, 
if for want of ſich Reaſoning, or in 
ſpight of it, they ſtill ſuffer tnemfetves 
to be led on by mere Paſſion or Prejx- 
dice, to do the Work of the common 
Enemy. | 


